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0 the - a po an 3 ent, 
.@4., announcing. a ſecond edition of your 
State of the expedition from Se en may the 


impreſſion had not engaged from che Perlen, 
who now addreſſes you, that attention, which 


it may be thought to deſerve. The ſecond 


raiſed his curioſity; and, it grieves him to add, 


has provoked his indignation; at the ſame time 


as ĩt has produced his contempt. It is not, in- 
4 without difficulty, that he can beſtow ei- 
210 „ 85 ther 


£624. 


ther time or attention even on the peruſal of 


political diſputes. In juſtice, however, to your 


character, it muſt be confeſſed, that the ſubject 
by you diſcuſſed is of importance to this na- 


tion. It is in my eſtimation of ſuch, that I 


have been induced by it to deviate into the line 


of political enquiry, and to publifh the ſenti- 
ments that occurred to me upon it. If it is 


not here entered into,{o diffuſely as in your 
publication, it 18 becauſe the writer is led to 
prefer fact to fable, and argument to bombaſt. 
The indignation excited in his breaſt on the 
peruſal oſ your pretended defence, did not pre- 


clude him from feeling for the diſgrace, which, 


in your perſon, human nature has under _ 


T impute to the criminality of imagined e 


mies bat, which you yet endeavour to prive 
the conſequence of inevitable misfortune; gives 
the final ftain'to a 9 8 e chan 5 


e of a blemiſh. | 


>/Yaitr- Sihiette: diſplay of the Gelee 
dem Canada, had certainly a claim to the at- 
tention of the public. The claim has, perhaps, 
been more generally allowed, than it may be 


your intereſt to have wiſhed, ' A narration ſo 


re- 


9 * 


GS IONS, 
9 


—— . ar, 
. 
ot þ 
v 


cauſe. 5 r been 159 254 


country, is 


. 
replete with tales of diſtreſs, has indeed fre- 


quently excited the tear, without convincing 
the underſtanding. I ſincerely unite with you 


in lamenting your own and your army's miſe- 
ries; but we n _— in een their 


= 


4 


It is oak upon "i vnaceuſtomed.. or a= 1 


verſe to the fatigue of reaſoning, that your; at- 


tempt to exculpate yourſelf has produced the 


intended effect. The heart being engaged in 


your favour, you thought, and perhaps rightly, 


that the number of thoſe probable to counter- 


act its emotions, by an appeal to the judgment, 
would be trifling and inconſiderable. A ſeri- 


3 


ous addreſs to the underſtanding, may poſſibly 


recall the deluded multitude from their error. 


The ſituation i in which you ſtand to your 


elancholy and full of diſtreſs. 
Your lamenting it, would have been proper 


and becoming. But when you drop the lan- 
guage of grief, and adopt: that of accuſation, 
you rouſe, in the breaſts of many, a ſenſation 
widely different from that,---due only to your. 


fortunes---pity, Had you contented Jury: 
ee 1 with 


p , 


680 


with a detail of your ſufferings in America, you 

vould have been heard without indignation, 
and the ſtate, to which your own raſhneſs has 

reduced you, would, ſo delineated, have pre- 
cluded ' "RE imprecated n of your 
OT" e ; 


5 * 
1 


The heart, ae to execute a dangerous 
enterprize, is ſeldom united to an head for 


planning a difficult expedition. Equally inca- 


pable is ſuch a character of defending his own 


conduct, or arraigning that of another, by clear 
and unimpaſſioned enquiry. The pride of in- 
nocence is ſuperior to the meanneſs of pointed 
invective. Content with its own exculpation, 
the cool breaſt of conſcious integrity aims no 
envenomed weapon at a fictitious adverſary. At 
is the wound rankling in the vitals, which pro- 


duces the fever of the brain, and ies the tor- 


1 0 wretch to delirious tavings . 2671064 


* "Theſe introdudtory abſervations cannot. be 

| conſidered as ſuperfluous, when capable of ſo 
4 * cloſe an application to the unvaried tenor of 
Four conduct. The wild courage, which ac- 


hates "Genera Burgoyne > breaft, no man is 
j JJ 


as ; 


hardy 


tim P 


hardy pond to diſpute. . That was the conſi- 
deration, which operated with his Majeſty to 
ſend you chief in command on the expedition 
to Albany. But his wiſdom ſuggeſted, that, to 
a mind like your's, a preciſe line ſhould be 
chalked out, from which the leaſt deviation was 
to be poſitively excluded. The tenor of your 
orders then was, that you ſhould make your 
way with all poſſible expedition 20 Albany. 


Your arrival there, was to be the ſole object of 


your efforts. In this ſenſe, and in this only, 
can your orders be ſaid to be poſitive. It would 


have been as abſurd in you to have ſubmit- 


ted to, as in his Majeſty to have iſſued, a ſtrict 


injunction for your reaching Albany. Whenits 
diſtance from this country, the nature of the re- 


gions you was to paſs, the number of the enemy 
probable to oppoſe your progreſs, and the un- 


certainty of your deriving ſuccour from the in- 
habitants, ſnall be conſidered his Majeſty may as 


conſiſtently be ſuppoſed poſitively to have direct- 
ed your flight to the moon, as an arrival thro? 


all poſſible difficulties at Albany. No head, 


leſs frantic than your's, could have formed Fuch Lo 
a ſuppoſition, or have affixed ſuch a meaning to 


orders, 


oo 


* 


orders, the terms of which will by no means 
ſupport it. 44 ' 
But to ſuſpend for a while an inveſtigation of 
the meaning to be annexed to your inſtruc- 
tions; permit me to obſerve, that it is my in- 
tention to purſue. you, with. ſome: preciſion, 
through your prefatory ſpeech. From that 
corrected harrangue may be formed no very 
erroneous idea of your conduct, as an officer, 
and your integrity, as a man. I ittle verſed as 
J am in military concerns, it would be as im- 
prudent in me to enter into the minutiæ of 
your military manœuvres, as it is unbecoming 
in yen to inſert in your defence, romantic, not 
to ſay imaginary, ſcenes of private diſtreſs. 
The ground of the expedition, the manner and 
reaſon of your progreſs, and the event probable 
to be, and really, derived from it, are exhibited 
in your prefatory ſpeech; and to this will my 
obſervations be almoſt wholly confined. From 
theſe Jam greatly deceived, if it ſhall not ap- 
pear that your defence is not only inadequate 
to its purpoſe, but diſgraceful to your cauſe; 
abounding, as it docs, with attempts to impoſe 
| | | ff and 


( a 


1 1 and deceive, though at the ſame time it is re- 

0] | plwete with contradictions. This charge having 
. "> been proved againſt you, it would be an im- | 
pertinent intruſion; on the time of te public to 14 


enter more deeply into the merits of your caſe. 
Impreſſed with this idea, it will be my endea- 4 
vour, as it is my wiſh, to be much more con- 


ciſe in eee n Ow have been! in | 
Liga CC 1 
; . rl ' "IF" * * * * YT Fant : F 


- Senſible, as got RP you are; e n 1 
chat cauſes of the diſaſter at Saratoga, is the {| 
principal point, to which your evidence ſhould | | 
|. lead: we yet find you intruding upon the time 

of the committee and the public, by ende - 4q 
vouring to exculpate yourſelf for having conſi- IH 
dered Lord George Germaine as your patron 
and your friend, and likewiſe to free yourſelf 
from a charge of having attempted to ſupplant 
Sir Guy Carleton in the command of the nor- 
thern army. The diſgrace to your character is, 
1 not that you ever conſidered that noble Lord as 
y your friend and your patron (for ſuch he cer»; | 
ä tainly was), but that your conduct has been 
ſuch, as to give him juſt cauſe to be your ene- 
| | my. 


15 -'V 


— 


a 
. 


( ta ) 
my: The foundation of your friendſhips is in 
general well underſtood----witneſs the many 


you have ſacrificed during the courſe of your 


life---witneſs-the- various parties, with which 
you have been connected ; the various connec- 
tions, which, from motives of avarice or ambi- 
tion, you have been at all times ready to re- 
nounce. Bluſh, if it be poſſible, that you have 


mentioned friendſhip or integrity, when Junius 


ſhall be brought to your recollection. --= © Go- 
-« vernor Burgoyne, relieved from the appre- 
* henſions of refunding the money, ſits down, 


« for the reme*«der of his life, infamous and on- 


cc Zented”.* Foreſeeing, as that animated writer 
did, many events, it did not, however, occur te 
his mind, that it was poſſible for rapacity it- 


ſelf to covet, or the moſt unbridled affurance 
to requeſt, an addition to the favors and emo 


luments which had been ſo copiouſly ſhowered 
on your head. Happy for this country had the 
| 4obole of Junius's prediction been confirmed by 

experience. Governor Burgoyne did not, does 
not, alas! ſit down contented. | 


Your denial of an endeavour to take fade 
Sir 


"Im Vide Woodfall's edition of Junius's letters, vol. 2d, 
Page 67. 
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Sir Guy Carleton the command of the nor- 
thern army, is the moſt convincing proof that 
your mind, hardened as it may be, is conſcious 


- of a want of candor towards that man. As a 


defence, ariſing from your ſelf- accuſation, it 


may not be improper to examine it!. Exclu- 

ſive of the letter, to which we are ſuppoſed to 
refer fot à proof of this charge; what does the 
whole extract of that of February the 28th, 


a 1997, Indicate, but a deſire and an expectation 
that © to an officer of a ſanguine temper” 


(meaning yourſelf, no doubt), the conduct of 

the intended campaign may be 9 rruſted? In 
what purſuit, mentioned in your letter of Janu- 

ary the 1, 1777, do you deſire the patronage. 


of Lord George Germaine, but in that of * an 


ce active employment in the expedition from 


te Canada“? The letter from Lord George 


Germaine, dated Auguſt the aa, 1776, f ſerves 


but to prove, that, in the then ſituation of af- 


fairs, Sir Guy Carleton was to proceed with the 
an but to the frontiers of Canada. . 


1 For theſe letters and ertrage, 1 need not refer you to your ap- 
| pendix to the State of the Expedition from Canada. | 


4 


G then | 


1 


then . that he ſhould remain there to 
reſtore good order and legal government in the 
province. That end having been obtained, Sir 
Guy Carleton might, and probably would, 
have had the entire command of the northern 
army; but for the zeal, activity and manage · 
ment of the gener al at home, to whom it was x 
unfortunately entruſted. But allowing that in 
this one inſtance you have not acted diſengenu- 
ouſly, it is aſſuming but a negative merit, 
Which by characters unblemiſhed is held in no 
eſtimation. It may, however, be propet to ob- 


ſerve, that this charge was never even inſinu- 
ated by Lord George Germaine or his friends. 


| Conſcience here ſeems to have POR che A 


accuſer. 


The grand queſtion, upon which we are at 
iſſue, you have pretended to diſcuſs in your pre- 
fatory ſpeech. Had it been a ſpeech delivered 


in the Houſe, and uncorrected by the pen, its 
inaccuracies and contradictions may not have 
been matter of ſurprize. But we are not in its 
preſent ſtate to conſider it as an haſty oration, 
but as a deliberate and corrected treatiſe upon 

the 


1  Hature — gn HON 
A as of the orders given to you in particular. 
As ſuch, it is my intention to comment on it. 

© == Whatever may have been the ſuppoſition-of 
5 the Houſe, or of the People, relative to the ori- 
gin or terms of the orders in queſtion, it would 
have been improper and inconſiſtent in the no- 
ble Lord alluded to either to have altered or 
' © confirmed theif ideas of them in your abſence. 5 = 
1 | He' declared, with the genuine fpirit and feel - 
1 ings of a man, zealous for the honor of others, 
= as well as for his own, that he would by no means 
5 enter into the merits or miſconduct of any par- 
n | ty, concerned in that tranſaction, until all the 
parties ſhould be preſent in their defence. This 
conduct he adopted: and it could never have: 
been alledged againſt him, as an imputation on 
his character, but by the deſperate tongue of 
| i e diſappointed, OI 


| 
| 1 HERS Wendy told Yah, in 19 3 in a this. | 
| place repeat the obſervation, that to a man of; 
| your ſanguine temper, a direct line, invariably 

| 


17 to be purſued, was, upon every principle of po- 2 | 
1 ny and prudence, to be marked out. No lat: 
* 2 tucde, 


P A err ene ov 


cs) 


tude, cherefore, was given you to alter the ob- 
je of your expedition ; but it was poſitively 
enjoined you to make your arrival at Albany, 
the unvaried point, to which all your exertions 
mould tend. The attainment of this end was 
to be your grand purſuit, © of which you was 
« never to loſe ſight.” But it did not appear 
upon your orders, that you was to proceed in 
oppoſition to every difficulty and every danger, 
poſſible to be thrown in your way: nor could ĩt 
be reaſonably ſuppoſed that you would purſue, 
without caution, without information with re- 


ſpect to the ſtate of the country, and the num- 


ber of the enemy, or indeed without orders 


from General Howe, to the ſacrifice of ſelect 


troops; of known bravery, and enured to toil. 
Was it poſſible to think that theſe choſen vete- 


rans were the deſigned victims of the expedi- 
tion they were ſent upon ? * There 1 no ex- 


Preſſion in the orders to warrant the ſuppoſi- 
tion. T here is no human cha on morn 
pp, 7 OTE Dig! 


Spd 4 F 2 


# x1 


. by 2410 


80 far was it from bis Majeſty's: s intention to 
" Daentice- theſe wen that he directs you, 
165801 £9 ce until 


| 
VE 
[ 
1 
* 


0 7 * 


& until you ſhall have received orders from Sir 
ee William Howe, to act as exigencies may re- 


0 quire, and in ſuch a manner as you may judge 
*« moſt proper for making an impreſſion on the 


ce rebels and bringing them to obedience; but 
* in ſo doing never to loſe. ſight of the in- 
© tended junction with Sir William Howe.” 
Nothing but the ſimplicity of ignorance could 
induce men to believe, or the audacity of impu» 
dence to aſſert, that this clauſe i is not a ſaving 
one. No terms can be more apt, none more 
ſtrong, than thoſe of your inſtructions to con- 
vey. the deſign of the expedition ; the'grand 
object of which was an arrival at Albany; to be | 
followed almoſt of courſe by a junction with Sir 
William Howe. To this explicit declaration 
of the purpoſe of the expedition was added a 
poſitive order, not to preſs $ on with precipita- 
tion, till ſome intelligence and inſtructions 
from Sir William Howe ſhould warrant the ut-⸗ 


moſt alacrity and vigor. Till ſuch informa- 
tion ſhould arrive, deſperate, and even danger- 
ous, ſituations were to be avoided. Your ar- 


my, General Burgoyne, as you muſt well know, 


was meant to ſtrengthen Sir * Howe, by 
| | ee 


* 


< 
Sd, 


”- * 
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wn n — = uacs, ws <.yr K — — 


EPO iv 


- 


< 18) 


its own proper force, and not by any means, 
even caſually, to be loft to the Britiſh empire, 
in a country ſo diſtant, and where en 
are 0 requiſite. A INTE | 
Ifaln, however, as theſe orders, plain, as the 
ſaving clauſe, may appear, it has, ſir, been els. 
ther your misfortune or your fault to miſcon- 
ſtrue both. Upon the latter you have ex- 
preſſed yourſelf with a confuſion, little to be 
expected in a publication, ſo deliberate and ſo 
reviſed as your's has been. In the fourth page 
of your prefatory ſpeech you ſay, I do not 
«with, when it can be avoided, to enforce or 
64 reiterate the charges of duplicity and trea- 
« « chery which muſt enſue, if that clauſe (mean- 
ing the faving one above quoted) « can have 
any reference to any conduct previous to my 
cc * arrival at Albany”. This clauſe then, upon 
the above conſtruction of it, is by you ſup- 
poſed to have no relation to any thing, which 
could happen before your arrival at. Albany. 
In a ſentence, however, almoſt immediately ſol- 
lowing, we are told by you, © That clauſe evi- 
« dently related not to my forcing, or not forc- 
es my _ to Albany, the place of my deſti- 
nation, 


_ 

40 ations but to ſuch collateral and eventual 
< operations as might be adviſeable in the 
« e courſe. of my march”, So that a clauſe, 
which you interpret as having noreferenceto any 
thing, which could happen Ger your arrival 
at Albany, is likewiſe conſtrued by you to relate 
to ſuch collateral and eventual operations, as 
might be advyiſeable in the courſe of Your 5 

march there!. WT it FROM: for human imag 


3 nation. 

TY It may 7. matter of eurious enquiry to -cohider, = 
whether the Bennington expedition is to be ranked ia the” 
number of collateral, and eventual operations. It is by” 
the General himſelf termed an expedition, f in contra li. 
tinction, it may well be imagined, to thoſe trifling ccur- 
fors, which are generally made by. {mall bodies, detached | 
in the courſe of a march, at a few miles diſtance from. rhe 
main army, at all times prepared for, and ſecure of, a re- 
1 actos is caſe of neceſũty, eaſily to be ſupported by all 
f ces. The troops ſent, or, if the exprefiion be 

more proper, , detached from the main body to Benning- 
ton, are ede in great numbers, to a great diſtance, and - 
are ſeperated from the grand army by a country with dif- 
ficulty paſſable.---Parties, uſually ſent upon excurſions, ave 
not ſuch, as, if loſt or deſtroyed, would ruin, or even . 
terially weaken the principal body. The loſs of the” 4 
vchment to a nc Th is on 88 hands bd N to have. 
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nzeion to frame two ſentences more ftrongly 
repugnant to each other than thoſe quoted from 
your ſpeech ? Yet, confuſed as you appear to 
be indetermining upon the ſenſe, of orders, you 
are, it ſeems, to be the man, who i is to dictate | 
to his Majeſty and his Miniſters what conſtruc- | 
tions are to be annexed to their words. Look 
1 again at your publication, and bluſh that ir 
| mn ſhould ever have been produced.” | TPM, 


F 8 4 
* © 


F . "Sn Strange as ſuch geren may at firſt view | 
F appear, yet, when h confiderel, ther will 
not 


++ 3 


been fatal to WY. ſtrength of the army from which it was 

| detached.--;Yet the General, who orders this numerous 
body from rather a ſcanty army, affects to ſuppoſe that he 
was precluded from any a; zſeretionary conduct. It is true | 
he afterwards confeſſes that it was left to him to determine - | 


on ſuch collateral and eventual operations, as ſhould be 
adviſeable in the courſe of his march. But excluſive of the 
contradiction involved in this double conſtruction of the 1 
ſame orders, the idea to be Annexed, to collateral and e- 2 
ventual operations, cannot, by any means, be made to 1 
extend to the diaſtrous Bennington expedition. 1 have | 
not thought it to the preſent purpoſe to inſiſt upon the e- 
vident impolicy of ſelecting, for the march to Bennington, 
the only troops in the army unacquainted with the lan- 
guage of the country, and almoſt the div ones ignorant r 
of the country itſelf. 8 Re 
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not continue to be matter 'of great aſtötün⸗ 
ment. Eager to juſtify a conduct, ſo. ruirious 
as your's has been, you have: tried every. poſſi⸗ 
ble means to effect the purpoſe. The Tel 


83 approving mind diſdains to torture the inven- 


tion; nor is it reduced to the neceſſity of a= 
dapting words to meanings, which they wilt 


* A . 


not ſupport; or of affixing to the ſame clauſe a 

double ſenſe. i This expedient may be at 
tempted to reconcile a conduct replete with 
contradictons. : Fortunately indeed for juſtice, OL 


: * and confuſion. are e to be * 
rated. 
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In this, 0 1 profeſs to 8 PIETY you, that 
it is poſſible for orders to be ſo abſolute and 
deciſiye, as to exclude, even in the utmoſt ex- 
tremity, an attempt to retreat, and that thete 
are ſituations, in which it is the duty of a mili- 
tary character implicitly.to obey them. But ĩit 


would as ill become an officer, acting under ſucn 


N directions, to ſurrender as to retreat. Reſiſtance, 
in a caſe like this, being an act of deſperation, 


ought to be continued to the complete deſtruc- — 


; tion of « one of the contending parties. Such 
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bly (for your valor I mean not to diſpute) 
_ ave been the dreadful eyent, had the 


Arle inſtructions, you mention to have received 
from Count La Liggg- remained unqualified or 


uncontradicted. By them you was ſtrictly en- 


Joined to maintain a particular poſt againſt any 
| numbers and to the laſt man. Here are words 


as ſtrong and poſitive as words can be, and in 
the field they muſt be obeyed. But will it be 


aid that thoſe orders are conveyed on the fame 


br a fimilar occaſion, in the ſame. or ſimilar 
terms with theſe, now the ſubje& of conten- 
tien? Will it be ſaid that the expedition from 
Canada was eſteemed of ſo deſperate a com- 


a Plexion ? Do you even venture to aſſert that 


ſuch was your ſuppoſition of it? Ik ſo; it is 


; unfortunate for the aſſertion, that many letters, 


written by yourſelf, ſtand 0 8755 e con- 
cradiet it. ie „ 


up 
++ 


The objet' of your NPIS from IE : 


was an arrival at Albany, and a junction with 


Sir William Howe. The object of Count La 


Lippe, in his orders; to you, was to prevent, if 
poffible; if not, to retard, as long as he could, 


the enemy from -paſſing a particular poſt. In 
. : ws the 


| 
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the offer sn, you had te comma of "9g 
and diſtant expedition. In the latter you way 


in the field under the ifntfieckate direction and 


controuł of & fuperior-Uffeer. In tliat it was 
_ opti6naF in you either to have refuſe" or c- 


cepted the corHm ad En this you dared no 


difobty: The one Was iche caſe of an offenfive” 


expedition, promiſing in appearatice, and fruit 
ful in hope. The SH that Wy eh pe 2 


eee eee, $9910 9: 1080 DISt 
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| from Count La Lippe, were ſtrongly deciſive 


as to your reſiſtance of the enemy, and equally” 


excluding an endeavour, in any extremity; to 
retreat. Had you been left to act under thofs : 
_ injunctions, it would have been your duty to 
have diſputech che paſs of the Tagus even to tlie 
laſt man. It is needleſs to obſerve, how fortu⸗ 


nate it might have been ſor this country, had 


thoſe orders been literally executed.  Qualify- 


ing, however, if not contradictory, inſtructions 
after wirds arrived, (n6rwithſtanting all rimely : 
communication is by you ſaid to have been. 1 im- | 


poſſible), and by them your was enjoined, in e- 
very event, to ſecure the cavalry, and, in the 
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laſt extremity, to abandon the camp, cannon; | 
&. and throw, yourſelf into the mountains. 


1 


e orders, then, from Count La Lippe, under 
i vou ultimately acted, will not admit of 


fo abſolure and peremptory a conſtruction, as it. 
Sy your intereſt and your wiſh, they, ſhould be 
made to ſupport. There Was, ingen. an 


ad Gifferent from the one penned upon. the expe> | 
dſtion from Canada, as your - ſituation under 
Count La Lippe was from the command and 
conduct of a great and diftant expedition.— 
Here permit me to aſk, whether, acting under 
either of the inſtructions received from Count 
La Lippe, you would have thought yourſelf 
juſtified ins ſurrender of all the troops entruſted 
to your command? Would the ſaving clauſe, 
in this inſtance, have precluded, you from cen- 


fore, or prevented your a 


wich Lets rexiiarkls' on che example you have | 


produced, I ſhall leave you to the enjoyment of 
every advantage, poſſible to be derived from it. 
Compaſſion 3 1s, I confeſs, due to your fortunes, _ | 
ner is it OP wiſh to 0 deltroy,, thoſe feelings, 


Sal- A1 


20151 4 


; which 


+146 


whith this lation might be intended to pro- 

duce---exhibired,” as it probably was, with a 

view rather to add to the diſtreſs of your fable, | 

than to make a ſerious or rational impreſſion i in. 
2 pour favor. As to ſuppoſed cares, it may be 


] 


obſerved; that, where deſtruction 1 is either the 


Object, ve almoſt Inevitable conſequence of an 


enterprize, "nothing leſs than terms the moſt 
clear and direkt, Tan point out and enforce TAE, 


purpoſe.” 1K 9111 2 LEY os 
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ebnen a8 Y 0 with you ih opinion, 
kat orders may be ſo deciſive, as to preclude 2, 
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choice or alternative of acting in the field; it is, | 
yet, I truſt, in proof, that KP inſtructions, rela- | 

tive to the expedition from Canada, were by. 3 2 
no means of that nature or complexion. „„ 

directed you to be governed by appearances on 

dhe march, and to be by no means precipitate | 
e in your meaſures, till inſtructions from General 
Howe ſhould warrant you to proceed with ala- 
crity. 7) 80 far were your orders from being pe- 
remptory, that latitude was g given you to act as | 
_, ekigencies might require. "Yet ſuch latitude 
could not be Cönſtruted to o juſtiy your making 
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TW): 
thoſe large detachments from the main army ; 
the loſs or deſtruction of which muſt eſſentially 


; and effectually have E d che We r 
_ your. command. 


12 Having thus 8 how far your in- 


ſtructions may be ſaid to be peremptory and 
deciſive, I ſhall proceed to examine the general 
outline of your defence. From that may pro- 
bably be derived a more juſt and adequate idea 


on the ſubject of diſcuſſion, than from any par- 
ticular phraſes or expreſſions. you may have 
been tempted to uſe. The military character of 
a valiant general would lead us to expect from 
him a particular and decided ground of defence, 
What then muſt be our diſappointment, when 


| ve find an unfortunate ſoldier, whoſe clamours 


for an opportunity to juſtify his conduct had 
been repeated and loud, doubtſul, and at a loſs, 


upon what foundation he ſhall attempt to ex- 


culpate himſelf? What muſt be our indigna- 


tion, when, in the execution of his endeavour, 


ve ſee him perpetually ſhifting and varying his 
ground? From General Burgoyne we might 
ſurely have expected a manly and unequivocal 

| * 
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juſtification. | Whether gur eme upon : 
this point have been gratified, it needs but 


little diſcernment to determine, | 'You roundly 
aſſert, that had your orders been diſcretionary, 
you would not have acted otherwiſe than 


have done. Yet you refuſe to reſign whatever ; 


advantage your cauſe; may in argument; acquires 


from the direct and (poſitive tenor of yoνντ | 
ders. If appearances in the courſe of your 
ah were ſuch, as to warrant” the meaſures 
that were taken; why have you recount to 


your orders for a juſtißeation of your conduct t 


Why do you not, doubtful'as they may ber at | 


once abandon them? If, on the*contrary, your 


progreſs to Saratoga was entirely in conſeqquende 
of your peremptory inſtructions, why do you oy 


not firmly rely upon them alone for your ex- 


E culpation? Why in this caſe do you labor ti 


prove that the ruin, which has followed, could 
not be foreſeen, and, of courſe, that i it could not 
be avoided'? Why do you aſſert, that, if your 
orders had not been poſitive, you ſhould have 
Hd or en 5 fiver---2 ſtep, from which 
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che calamity, which enſued, was, after the Ben- 


e expedition, indiſputably derived. 


Doubtſul as you appear to be upon the moſt 
eligible mode to be adopted for your defence, 
there can, however, be no difficulty or heſita- 


tion in imputing to you groſs and ſhameful miſ- 
conduct -a ſtriking inſtance of which will ever 
be lamented in the fatal failure at Bennington; 


It is not, indeed, conſiſtent with my preſent 
plan, nor agreeable to my inclination, to enter 
minutely into the dreadful conſequences of a 
meaſure, which no man can have the effrontery 


to ſay your orders directed, and which, upon 
your own conſtruction of them, they cannot be 


ſuppoſed even to warrant. There needs no 
very laborious comment on the policy of that 


ep, to prove its calamitous and deſtructive 


tendency. Had it been allowed to the moſt in- 
veterate of our enemies, to have deviſed a 


| ſcheme for the failure of the expedition from Ca» 
nada; this or a ſimilar one could not but. have 


occurred. From what motives it was deriv- 


ed, it is impoſſible with ado: to ſay. Cha- 
rity 


Qt 290 
rity would incline us to ſuppoſe it was an N 


of *. MO , rather Than cf of the A, 
d #1 122 1 ot 11 FEES 

2 is, i 4 5 too n 

4 5 upon, that from the Bennington expedi- 


tion, adopted neither upon the ſober principles of 


reaſon, nor the eſtabliſhed rules of military; PFvs 
dence, may be fairly deduced the difgr 


meaſure appears to have been, and really Was; 
with any orders or inſtructions from Sovern- 


ment, it is almoſt too aſtoniſhing to be credited, | 


that his Majeſty | and his Minifeers ſhould. he 
held forth; as culpable tor a diſaſter ſo fatal, and 
ſo new to the Britifh arms. The ſtigma, eny 
deavoured to bethrown on them. will, at length. 


I truſt; be fixed on the perſon, who deſerves i its 


on that perſon, who, having wiſhed that the en- 


quiry into his conduct might terminate as did 


that into his friend's, General Howe, was by 


np means diſappointed in his expectation. You 


were both the idols of factious worſhip. From 
you both did oppoſition promiſe to themſelves 


a glorious, and a Jucrative triumph. They, 
„ E 


85 8 
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ful. 


ſurrender at Saratoga. Unconnectetl 280 wl 


5 6309 
were induced, by your mutual commendations 
of each other, and by your joint execrations of 85 
the Miniſters, to imagine, that, from heroes in 
the field, you would become to them protect- 
ing heroes in the chapel of St. Stephen. It is 
true, they found their champions as ſucceſsful 
in the ſenate, as they had been in the field. 
Their promiſed triumphs ended in diſappoint- 
ment. The ſons of faction, who had exultingly 3 
beheld you in their meridian, were at length 
convinced of your decline. They were no lon- 
ger animated by your blaze, but with confuſion 
ſaw you fink haſtily to the weſt, unfelt and un- 
regarded. The time is not, I truſt, far diſ- 
FIT e tan, 
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* The alarming obſcurity, I had almoſt ſaid, contempt, 
into which one General. has ſunk, may not unwifely. be 
_ conſidered as ominous to his friend. The commander in 
chief took the lead in his offences---It'is but juſt that he- 
ſhould take the lead in his expiation for them, 
The wretch, who, in'the heat of a well- grounded 
reſentment, has deprived oze man, perhaps a villain, 
of exiſtence, muſt in public ſuffer an haſty and ig- 
nominious execution: whilſt he, who, from motives of.a« | | 
rarice or from wantonneſs, has been riotoully laviſh of tlie | 
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kant, when, if you ſhall ever riſe into notice, t 

will only be to receive the curſes of a people, 
who, under your baneful 2 have been 
decei ved, inſulted, and injured. 


Harſh AS theſe e may to 1 
pear, they are ſuch as have occurred, on your 
prefatory ſpeech, to a mind unbiaſſed by party, 
and uninfluenced by power. They will, I am 
almoſt perſuaded, have little weight with an 
underſtanding like your's: but if they ſhall 


ſerve to convince, as I doubt not but in fome 


meaſure they may, the candid and impartial, 
that to the misfortune of having loſt an army, 
you have added the crime of wilful and un- 
juſt accuſation; the purpoſe of this writer 


blood of thouſands, is frequently permitted to paſs unpu- 


_ niſhed---except indeed by thoſe conſcientious pangs, 
which to a mind that feels muſt be exquiſitely ſevere. May 


the poignant cenſures of an enraged people drive more 


than one General to derten beg and repentance! In this ſi- 
tuation they may be enabled, by a pious and well- regulated 
life, in ſome meaſure to atone to the Deity for the enor- 
mity.of their offences: but it is not, I fear, in their frail _ 


power to make compenſttion to their country for the blood 7 
and treaſure, of which they, are ſaid to have been fo da- 


ringly and beyond example profuſe. 
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will not be entirely unaceompliſhed. Shin 
mind will, in all events, receive a ſecret ſatis- 
faction, in having attempted to defend inno- 
cence from the imputation of guilt, and in 


having affixed to guilt the infamy it deſerves. 
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